ELLEN   TERRY
enormous popularity wherever the English tongue is spoken. It is the object of this book to trace step by step the artistic career of Ellen Terry, and to reproduce in part and discuss the criticism which her performances have called forth.
It was  at  Coventry,  on  the   27th  of February, 1848, that Ellen Terry, or Ellen Alicia Terry, to use her full name for the first and last  time  in  these  pages,   was born.   In the history of the English drama the   ancient    and    curiously   picturesque Warwickshire city has played a part of very considerable   distinction.     The Coventry Mysteries, or Corpus Christi Plays, are, of course, familiar to all students of old English dramatic literature. With what elaboration they were prepared we can appreciate by glancing at the illustrations to Thomas Sharp's  well-known   dissertation   on   the subject, in which the scenery, dresses  of the actors, and some of the incidents of the  mysteries   are   delineated   fully  and graphically.   The widespread fame of these 4